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NO MEETING IN AUGUST 

Upgrading to an LCD 

Monitor 
 
by Herb Goldstein, Software Evaluation Chairman 

and Reviews Editor, Sarasota PCUG, Florida 

http://www.spcug.org, reviewseditor(at)spcug.org 

 

A ctually, I was happy with my high quality 
CRT (cathode ray tube) monitor. It was with 
considerable reluctance that I recently de-

cided to get with the modern era and upgrade to an 
LCD. It has been quite a learning experience. Look-
ing back, I realize that there are a number of very 
important practical considerations of which I was 
unaware in making the change and in making a 
choice. Perhaps I can pass along a summary of 
them along with some insight gained by hands-on 
experience to make the experience a little easier for 
you than it was for me. You need to do your home-
work both before and during your investigation. 
Here are some of the most important things you 
should know. 
 
An LCD monitor offers considerable advantages in 
upgrading from a CRT. It is infinitely lighter and 
takes up much less desk space than a CRT. It uses 
the smallest fraction of electricity by comparison 
and is devoid of radiation concerns. When properly 
installed, its display may prove brighter, sharper 
and provide superb color. 
 
SIZE:  In any size range, an LCD will display more 
viewable screen than a similarly sized CRT. I de-
cided on a 19 incher, the size of my CRT that I was 
happy with. Seventeen may work for you if that's 
what pleased you on your CRT. Over 19 for average 
use is both too much screen and excessive cost for 
most people.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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About k-Byte 

 

P ublished monthly, k-Byte is the official newsletter of the Front Range Personal Computer Users Group 
(FRPCUG): our mailing address is PMB 152, 305 W. Magnolia, Fort Collins, Colorado 80521. 
 

Opinions expressed in k-Byte are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the group or its 
members. Publication of information in k-Byte constitutes no guarantee of accuracy. Use of any information 
found in this publication is at the sole risk of the user. Neither k-Byte, nor its officers, nor its editors or 
contributors assume any liability for damages resulting from use of information in this publication. 
 
SubmissionsSubmissionsSubmissionsSubmissions    
 
Articles, letters and short items of interest on computer-related topics are welcome and encouraged. All items 
submitted for publication are subject to editing. Send your contribution to the editor via e-mail attachment or 
submit on disk. If you have questions about a submission, please contact the editor for information. 
 
CopyrightCopyrightCopyrightCopyright    
 
k-Byte is copyrighted ©2007 by the Front Range Personal Computer Users Group. Unless otherwise noted, 
other nonprofit users groups may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in k-Byte without prior 
permission, provided that proper author and publication credits are given and that a copy of the publication 
in which the article appears is sent at no cost to k-Byte at the above mailing address, or emailed to contact
(at)frpcug.org. User groups wishing to exchange newsletters with FRPCUG are invited to send a copy of their 
newsletter together with an exchange request. 
 
IBM PC, OS/2, Compaq, UNIX, Windows and other trademarks occasionally mentioned in k-Byte are 
registered trademarks of International Business Machines, Inc., Compaq Corporation, Microsoft, Digital 
Research, AT&T or their owners respectively. Neither FRPCUG nor its newsletter k-Byte are connected in any 
way with any manufacturer or seller. 
 
AdvertisingAdvertisingAdvertisingAdvertising    
 
Classified advertising is free to members for non-business ads. See “About Trading Post” for pricing for 
camera-ready display ads. Charges for ad makeup from sketches, etc., are available on request. Deadline for 
camera-ready and classified ads is 45 days prior to the month of publication.  For example, ads for the 
March newsletter must be submitted by January 15th.  For pricing and schedules for ad design, connect to 
contact(at)frpcug.org or kbyte(at)frpcug.org. 
 
About FRPCUGAbout FRPCUGAbout FRPCUGAbout FRPCUG    
 
FRPCUG is an independent nonprofit computer society, so incorporated with the State of Colorado and open 
to anyone interested in Windows, or UNIX/LINUX microcomputers. Its purpose is to provide an educational 
and scientific forum of mutual benefit for members of the micro-computer community. FRPCUG holds a 
monthly meeting and conducts various special interest groups (SIGs) and seminars. Members have voting 
privileges, subscription to k-Byte newsletter, and access to SIGs and selected seminars. Annual dues are $25 
for individual/family membership ($20 for students) and $50 for corporate/group membership. 
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ORIENTATION: Most prefer a normal tall screen (portrait view) for average usage. Wide (landscape) screens 
are available at greater cost in the same size range and are not recommended unless you have a special need 
for that display. Some makes offer a swivel screen that you can change from tall to wide and back again in-
stantly. You will pay considerably more for this feature when it is available. 
 
COST: Has been decreasing from a few thousand some short years ago to a few hundred today. A quality 17 
inch LCD can be found today for under $200, and a 19 incher for less than $300. If you have a watchful eye, 
special sales are common and offer substantial saving. 
 
BRAND: There is a very significant display quality to be gained in better models of  better brands. The most 
common best quality brands usually topping the review lists in computer publications are LG, NEC, 
Viewsonic, Dell and Samsung.  Different models in the same brand provide different features. Check them 
out carefully on their respective websites and "Google" for reviews. You need to do your homework both be-
fore and during your shopping experiences if you want the best for your buck. 
 
WARRANTY: Better brands provide a 3 year replacement on defective monitors. Don't settle for a one year 
warranty!  
 
VIEWING ANGLE:  Unlike a CRT, an LCD's view falls off sharply at the sides when you are not positioned in 
front of your monitor. In practical usage, this should not be at all a problem. Your view will be just fine when 
you are normally seated at your screen, with more than sufficient leeway from the norm. 
 
RESPONSE TIME: Usually indicated in the advertising of better models. A faster response time is better--it 
indicates how quickly the screen can refresh a video image. If an LCD's response time is too slow, the dis-
play's pixels won't be able to keep up with the information sent from the computer's graphics card, and you 
may see ghosting and digital noise as a result. 8ms or better response time is common on quality LCD's and 
is preferred!  The lower the response time, the less of a blurring effect is possible on the screen. 
 
ANALOG VS. DIGITAL: Video cards can provide outlets for two different monitor display types, analog and 
digital. CRT monitors are cabled to your video card with an analog (15 pin) cable. LCD's usually provide the 
same cable and connection but will provide a significantly better display when attached via a digital (VDI-D) to 
a digital port on your video card. Better LCD's provide both digital and analog connections. So do better video 
cards. If your card doesn't have a digital port, you can either replace the card with one that does, or you can 
add an additional card. Easy to do. Just plug it into a PCI slot and your computer will recognize it. You are 
really better off in many ways with a better card. 
 
If need be, you can run your LCD with the same analog connection as you used for your CRT previously, but 
a digital connection will give you better results. 
 
NATIVE RESOLUTION: LCD monitors will provide their best display when run at their "native resolution" 
which varies with the size of the monitor. For a 19 incher, the native resolution is 1280x1024. The resolution 
of a display can be changed easily by right-clicking on an empty area of your desktop and selecting 
"properties," and "settings." The same can be accomplished through your Control Panel in your Start Menu. 
Normally the correct choice will be made automatically by the installation software that accompanies your 
new monitor. 
 
When you change your most common CRT setting of 1080x760 to 1280x1024, everything, including all your 
icons and fonts, will suddenly appear much smaller. Your LCD display however will become infinitely 
sharper. If you find it strange to your eyes, you can easily change your display properties to provide larger 
fonts. Additionally, many programs like word processors permit you to change your text to any size you wish 
while maintaining its quality, regardless of screen resolution.  
 
Running at native resolution (your choice to do or not, but very highly recommended) will make your screen 
display smaller but you will be able to accommodate more viewed area on a page. It may be strange some 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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what to your eyes at first, but the greatly increased sharpness and over-all quality of your LCD display will 
more than make up for it, especially if you are using digital rather than analog display. 
 
AUTO-DISPLAY: Most quality LCD monitors will automatically install at their best display settings when you 
plug them in. However, they will also provide easy to adjust menu settings for most of their values that permit 
you to easily adjust the display to what is most pleasing to your eyes. They most common adjustment people 
make is for brightness. Most LCD monitors tend to be too bright unless adjusted. LCD screen illumination is 
entirely different and better than that from a CRT. 
 
RUNNING MULTIPLE MONITORS: What to do with your CRT now that you have your new LCD? One of your 
choices may be to keep it and run two monitors side-by-side. If you are using Windows XP and you have two 
ports on your video card (or two video cards), it's easy to do with a few simple settings in your display prop-
erties menu. You will then be able to run two different programs at the same time and easily drag items from 
one monitor screen to the other. Your cursor will readily mouse from one monitor to the other alongside. It 
can double your productivity and allow you to see and do things you did not know were possible. 
 
Over all, upgrading to an LCD monitor will greatly enhance your computer experience and enjoyment. It's way 
more than worth any effort or expense involved. 
 
This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).  
 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

What Do You Use To Frame Your Digital 

Images? 
 
By Fran Damratowski, Refurbishing SIG Chair, Chesapeake PC Users Group, MD 

http://www.chesapeakepcusersgroup.org, refurbishing(at)chesapeakepcusersgroup.org 

 

W hen using a 35mm camera, photos are framed using a viewfinder. One of two basic types of view-
finders is used. One type used by single lens reflex (SLR) cameras is a through the lens (TTL) opti-
cal viewfinder. The SLR TTL viewfinders use a mirror and pentaprism or porro finder to reflect the 

light/image directly through the lens to the viewfinder without changing the light/image (what you see is what 
you get). The second types are optical viewfinders that do not project the actual image directly to the view-
finder. They are (1) rangefinders that use the principle of triangulation and mirrors and (2) optical tunnel 
viewfinders that consist of a tunnel that goes from a small lens, near the photographic lens, and the view-
finder. The problem with the optical viewfinders is parallax error. What you see is not exactly you get, be-
cause the complete image does not come through the camera lens to the viewfinder. What you see is actually 
less than what you get. 
 
Digital cameras have several different types of viewfinders, optical tunnel viewfinders as described above and 
TTL viewfinders. There are three types of TTL"s: liquid crystal displays (LCDs) that are located on the cam-
era, Electronic Viewfinders (EVF), and the mirror and pentaprism or porro finder that used in digital single 
lens reflex (DSLR) cameras.  
 
An LCD panel is essentially a small TV built into the digital camera. The camera has a lens that admits light 
to an image sensor that converts it to data. The data is then sent to a mini computer in the camera that sends 
the data as an image to the LCD panel. The LCD panel is as active as a TV screen and changes as the image in 
front of the lens changes. What you see is what you get when you click the shutter button. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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An EVF is basically an LCD panel, about 0.5 inches diagonally, located behind the small viewfinder on the 
back of the camera. The image that is seen through this eye level viewfinder is exactly what is seen on the 
LCD panel and will be captured when the shutter button is clicked. 
 
DSLR cameras use the same the mirror and pentaprism or porro finder that are used in 35 mm SLR cam-
eras. Very few of DSLRs use an LCD panel to frame the photo. The LCD panel in most DSLR cameras is used 
to view the image after it has been captured to the memory card. 
 
Advantages and Disadvantages of the various types of viewfinders: 
 
Because LCD panels are TTL viewfinders they have the advantage of showing about 100% of the image that 
will be captured when the shutter button is clicked. There is no parallax error. You can immediately see the 
effects of zooming in on your subject. It is excellent for accurate framing. If you use an extension or a filter on 
the camera lens you will see the effect of the extension or filter. You can view the images and immediately de-
lete those you don't want to keep. You can also view the camera settings if you desire. The LCD panel works 
well in dim light.  
 
One of the major disadvantages is that they generally perform poorly in some situations such as when reflec-
tions and glare are present and in bright sunlight. The image is also difficult to see on monitor in some dark 
situations because the human eye can see about twice the light the LCD portrays. Some of these problems 
can be corrected with antireflective coatings; trans-reflective technology that increases brightness and pro-
vides better contrast; and wider viewing angles.  
 
Some LCD panels are better than others. Larger LCD panels are easier to see than smaller LCD panels, but 
to place a 2.5 or 3-inch LCD panel on a camera you must have a large camera or give up the option of an EVF 
or optical viewfinder. Digicams without an EVF or optical viewfinder are less expensive to manufacture. LCD 
panels are made up of pixels. Poor quality LCD panels will have fewer pixels and may have a lot of digital 
noise (bad pixels). A better LCD panel will have more pixels, but it will use more power. See the manufac-
turer's specifications for the number of pixels on the LCD panel.  
 
LCD panels use backlighting.  Consequently they use a lot of power. If the LCD panel is left on for a long pe-
riod of time it will drain the battery very quickly. This in turn translates into lost pictures because there is no 
power, or additional cost for extra batteries. 
 
Most Digicams have the LCD panel located on the back of the camera and integrated into the camera body. 
The first consumer digicam with an LCD panel was the Casio QV-10 released in 1995. This camera had an 
articulating body.  Cameras with articulating bodies and articulating screens are still being manufactured to-
day. With these cameras, pictures can be taken from any angle such as overhead, out a window, pointing the 
camera at the subject but looking in another direction. 
 

 
The main advantage to a digicam with an EVF is that it is TTL focusing and there is no parallax error when 
looking through the viewfinder. What you see is what you get. An EVF or optical tunnel viewfinder is a neces-
sity if the LCD panel fades out in the sun or the battery power is low. If the digicam has a zoom power over 
5X the EVF is the only eyelevel viewfinder available. The tunnel optical viewfinder is not an option.  

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Calendar of Events 
 

July General Forum MeetingJuly General Forum MeetingJuly General Forum MeetingJuly General Forum Meeting    
 
We will meet at the Fort Collins Senior Center on: 

Meeting Agenda: 

 
 

TimeTimeTimeTime    TopicTopicTopicTopic    

7:00 to 7:15 Announcements 

7:15 to 8:00 Open Forum 

8:00 to 8:15 Break 

8:15 to 9:00 
Annual Hardware/
Software Zoo 

DayDayDayDay    DateDateDateDate    TimeTimeTimeTime    

Tuesday July 10th 7:00 PM 

 

August General Forum MeetingAugust General Forum MeetingAugust General Forum MeetingAugust General Forum Meeting    
 
We will meet at the Fort Collins Senior Center on: 

Meeting Agenda: 
 

 

DayDayDayDay    DateDateDateDate    TimeTimeTimeTime    

Tuesday  7:00 PM 

TimeTimeTimeTime    TopicTopicTopicTopic    

7:00 to 7:15 Announcements 

7:15 to 8:00 Open Forum 

8:00 to 8:15 Break 

8:15 to 9:00  

See you at the meetings! 

Get full membership benefits.  If you are 

not a current member, download an 

application from 

http://www.frpcug.org/memberap.html 

Future General Forum Meeting NotesFuture General Forum Meeting NotesFuture General Forum Meeting NotesFuture General Forum Meeting Notes    

July is Show and Tell time, or maybe Show and 
Sell.  Or perhaps, Show and Swap.  Whatever your 
interest is, The July 10th General Forum meeting is 
the date of the annual HARDWARE/SOFTWARE 

ZOO. 

 
PLUS: A Quick tour of the newly and expertly re-
modeled FRPCUG website.  Learn about the mem-
ber benefits now available on the website—including 
special offers for hardware, software and publica-
tions. 
 
THANKS TO MEMBERS JIM BRAGONIER AND 

CHARLES MCJILTON FOR THEIR EFFORTS ON 

THE WEBSITE. 

Future SIG’s, Seminars, and OtherFuture SIG’s, Seminars, and OtherFuture SIG’s, Seminars, and OtherFuture SIG’s, Seminars, and Other    
MeetingsMeetingsMeetingsMeetings    

 

New Technology SIGNew Technology SIGNew Technology SIGNew Technology SIG    
 
The New Technology SIG provides advance support 
for all PC related operating system and telecommu-
nication issues.  The meetings are held at 7:00 PM 
on the third Thursday of each month at Bluebird 
Manufacturing Inc., 1421 Webster Avenue, in Fort 
Collins.  For more information, contact Chuck 
McJilton at 970-493-2987. 
 

Board MeetingBoard MeetingBoard MeetingBoard Meeting    
 
FRPCUG’s executive board meets on Wednesday of 
the week following the General Forum meeting.  All 
members are welcome and are encouraged to at-
tend.  These meetings are held at 7:00 PM in the 
Staff Board Room of the Fort Collins Senior Center. 
 

Shop TalkShop TalkShop TalkShop Talk    
 
One-on-one assistance.  Drop in to the Senior Center 
lobby on any Saturday (holidays excepted) from 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

Directions to the Fort CollinsDirections to the Fort CollinsDirections to the Fort CollinsDirections to the Fort Collins    
Senior CenterSenior CenterSenior CenterSenior Center    

The Fort Collins Senior Center is located at 1200 
Raintree Drive. This site is situated at the northwest 
corner of the Shields and Raintree Drive 
intersection, on the north side of the Raintree 
Shopping Center. Check the marquee at the main 
entrance for directions to the specific meeting room.  
See map on page 12. 

SPE
CIAL

 DAT
E 
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July 2007July 2007July 2007July 2007    
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 
 

HOLIDAY 

5 6 7 
Shop Talk 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

8 9 10 
FRPCUG General 
Forum Meeting 
7:00 PM 

11 12 13 14 
Shop Talk 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

15 16  18 
FRPCUG Board 
Meeting 7:00 PM 

19 
New Technology 
SIG Meeting 
7:00 PM 

20 21 
Shop Talk 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Shop Talk 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

29 30 31     

August 2007August 2007August 2007August 2007    
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
Shop Talk 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Shop Talk 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

12 13 14 15 
FRPCUG Board 
Meeting 7:00 PM 

16 
New Technology 
SIG Meeting 
7:00 PM 

17 18 
Shop Talk 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Shop Talk 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

TWO
 SPE

CIAL
 DAT

ES 

SPE
CIAL

 DAT
E 
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The disadvantages of an EVF consist of slower reaction to changing views, the resolution is lower than an op-
tical viewfinder, because it has an LCD it uses battery power, and it freezes between shots with rapid sequen-
tial shooting. 
 
The old optical tunnel viewfinder has several advantages.  It always works; it uses no power; and light goes 
directly through the camera without changing-just like the optical TTL viewfinder in an SLR. The optical tun-
nel viewfinder is ideal for someone who likes to hold the camera to the eye to shoot a picture. 
 
Because the optical tunnel viewfinder does not use the photographic lens, only about 85% of the image is 
seen. As a matter of fact, the closer to the subject, the greater the variance from the photographic lens. The 
optical tunnel viewfinder should not be used when shooting a picture of the sun because there is nothing to 
protect the eye. 
 
The optical tunnel viewfinder and EVF are omitted from many cameras because the cameras can be smaller 
and it is less expensive to manufacture them. 
 
The future 
 
An LCD panel is made up of a white backlight that changes color as it passes through a crystalline material. It 
is the power hungry backlight that depletes the battery power. A new type of panel being investigated is the 
organic light emitting diode (OLED). The OLED is carbon based as opposed to the crystalline material used 
by the LCD. The carbon-based molecules can be sprayed on any material and do not require a backlight.  
That makes OLEDs more power efficient, brighter, and with a wider angle of view. From a marketing stand-
point an OLED is less complicated and less expensive to manufacture.  
 
This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

Tip of the Month 
 
by Karen Tangeman 

Big Bear Computer Club, http://www.bigbearcc.org 

 

U nderstanding Templates in Microsoft Word 
 
 

 
A template is nothing more than a pattern used by Word to describe how your document looks and how you 
interact with the document.  Templates contain formatting information, a style sheet, macros, toolbar and 
menu modifications, and boilerplate text.  In Word, templates all end with the DOT extension (this stands for 
Document Template). If you want to create a template, you follow these steps: 
 
1. Start a new document. 
2. Make your changes to formatting, macros, and the toolbars and menus. 
3. Save with Document Template (*.dot) selected in the Save As Type drop-down list. 
 
That's all there is to it. Generally, selecting Document Template in the Save As Type drop-down list will move 
you to your templates directory.  However, you should make sure that you save your new template file in the 
same directory with all your other template files.  That way it will be available for future use. 
 
This tip applies to Microsoft Word versions 97, 2000, 2002 and 2003 
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Thoughts on Upgrading PC Hardware and 

Software 
 
by Dick Maybach, Columnist, Brookdale Computer User Group (BCUG) Brookdale, NJ  

http://www.bcug.org, n2nd(at)att.net 

 

I  can think of three valid reasons for upgrading a PC: (1) to try something new, (2) to improve perform-
ance, and (3) to solve a problem. Trying something new means you are treating your PC as a hobby. In 
this case you don't really need to upgrade, but you want to. Just bear in mind that there are risks, which 

means that you may get more adventure than you planned on. Improving performance is difficult to justify, 
unless your system is very old. Almost any system will do just fine surfing the net, word processing, balanc-
ing your checkbook, etc. Upgrading your hardware will often provide no discernable speed-up, because the 
speed is really limited by your typing speed or Internet connection. Upgrading your software may actually 
slow things down, because newer software has more features and requires more computer resources. This 
leaves problem solving. Your hard disk may be full; your motherboard may have only old, slow version 1 
USB ports; or your bank may require a recent version of Quicken for on-line banking. 
 
You shouldn't upgrade to Windows Vista unless you replace the PC, and even then you may have problems. A 
friend of mine bought a new Dell PC with Vista and found his old printer wouldn't work and he could no 
longer access the Internet. Operating system designers can't possibly test every combination of hardware and 
software. As a result, they concentrate on new components, since most operating system sales are for new 
computers, and there may be problems with older peripherals and software. 
 
You should back up all your files before you make any system change, no matter how trivial. And any time 
you open your system case, you should use a grounding strap to avoid damaging components with static elec-
tricity. This is especially important during the approaching winter months, when the humidity in your house 
is low. 
 
Let's look at the easy upgrades first. Adding RAM is usually not difficult; just plug it in and look at your 
CMOS screen to be sure the PC has recognized it. (Of course you must use the correct chips. Check your PC 
manual.) You can usually add new peripherals, such a CD-ROM, DVD, or a second hard disk drive without 
problems, although if you have already filled all of the available ATA slots, you will have to add a second disk 
controller. Take your system to a reliable shop if you have doubts about your abilities. Replacing a hard disk 
is somewhat more difficult, because you must transfer all your software to the new unit, which requires disk 
copying software. You can't just copy your files with Windows Explorer. 
 
More adventuresome is installing a new motherboard. Be aware that upgrading your motherboard may not 
result in a noticeable performance improvement unless you also upgrade your hard disk and/or your video 
controller. If your current motherboard is very old, you must also upgrade its case and power supply. Chang-
ing the video controller or monitor is also not too hard. Most monitors are plug-and-play so Windows should 
automatically recognize your new monitor. 
 
When you buy new peripherals, be sure you get any drivers they need. Many PC manufacturers don't include 
a complete Windows, but strip off all the drivers except for the equipment they sell you. If necessary, 
download any missing drivers from the Internet before you change your hardware. 
 
An alternative to an upgrade is a complete new system, and the vendor will insure that all the software and 
hardware plays well together. This leaves your old system intact so you can transfer your files without risk of 
losing anything. 
 
Regardless of your approach, you must also choose where and what to buy. Where is a choice between mail 
order and a local dealer. What is a choice between name brand and commodity hardware. 

(Continued on page 10) 



Page 10 k-Byte, July 2007 

About Trading Post 
 
Noncommercial Advertising 
 
k-Byte runs classified ads in Trading Post for three 

consecutive issues.  Trading Post ads up to 10 
lines (or 70 words) long are free to 
FRPCUG members and only $10 for non-
members.  To place an ad in Trading Post con-
tact Rick Mattingly at 970-613-8968 or e-mail to 
rmatt(at)mesanetworks.net. 
 
Commercial Advertising Specifications (Per Issue) 

 
We offer a substantial discount for repeat ads and 
continuing contracts.  For an additional charge we 
will design your ad for you.  Contact Rick Mattingly 
for information on this service at 970-613-8968 or 
e-mail to rmatt(at)mesanetworks.net. 
*Allow for 0.5 inch margins 

Full Page (8.5” x 11”)* $50.00 

Half Page (5.5” x 8.5”)* $30.00 

Quarter Page (4.25” x 5.5”)* $20.00 

Business Card (2” x 3.5”) $10.00 

The choice between mail order and local dealer de-
pends on how much experience and time you have. 
The low profit margins in PC hardware mean that 
both component manufacturers and system assem-
blers spend little time on testing. Dead-on-arrival 
hardware and infant mortalities are common. When 
this happens you are entirely dependent on the com-
pany that sold it to you. If you purchase from a mail-
order firm, you must either trouble-shoot any prob-
lems yourself or ship the entire system back to the 
seller, while a good local dealer can often make re-
pairs in a few hours. You are trading off convenience 
for cost, because using mail order can often save 
you a few dollars. 
 
Name brand hardware costs more than its commod-
ity equivalent. The difference is between Sound 
Blaster and "Sound Blaster equivalent". I favor name 
brands. You can be sure that every vendor of soft-
ware that uses sound has tested its products with 
Sound Blaster cards, but it is impossible for a small 
manufacturer to test its sound card with every pro-
gram. 
 
The less you pay for a system, the more likely it is to 
contain commodity parts. System manufacturers 
and assemblers usually purchase components on an 
Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) basis, and 
most parts sold at computer shows are OEM. The 
cost of these is less because the dealer relieves the 
manufacturer from all customer support. This 
means that the component manufacturer often won't 
even talk to the end purchaser. Your only warranty 
is from the seller, and you must select him or her 
with care. 
 
Finally, schedule any upgrade when you have some 
time. Plan on taking a weekend for simple jobs and 
more for complex ones. I've found that I need a cou-
ple of weeks (not full time of course) to get my PC 
fully functional after reinstalling an operating system 
for example. 
 
This article has been provided to APCUG by the au-
thor solely for publication by APCUG member 
groups. All other uses require the permission of the 
author (see e-mail address above). 
 

 

(Continued from page 9) 

Notable Notes 
 
contributed by Don Steele, http://www.frpcug.org 

 

H ow to disable a stolen mobile phone. 
 
 

 
Locate your cellular phone's serial number by keying 
in the following digits on the keypad: * # 0 6 #. A 
fifteen digit code will appear on the screen. This 
number is unique to your handset. Write it down 
and keep it somewhere safe. If your phone is stolen 
you can call your service provider and give them this 
serial number code. They will then be able to block 
your handset, even if the thief changes the SIM card. 
Your stolen cell phone will be totally useless. You 
probably won't get your cell phone back, but at least 
you know that whoever stole it cannot use it or sell 
it. If everyone did this there would be no reason to 
steal mobile phones. 
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FRPCUG CONTACTS 

Telephone Area Code 970 

     

Title Name Work Phone Home Phone E-Mail 

     

FRPCUG Officers     

     

President Rick Mattingly  613-8968 rmatt(at)mesanetworks.net 

Vice President Don Anderson 498-3534 482-0943 doande(at)gmail.com 

Treasurer Virginia Febinger  498-2127 gingercln(at)cs.com 

Secretary Jim Bragonier 221-5500 484-9061 james.bragonier(at)comcast.net 

     

     

k-Byte Staff     

     

Editor-in-Chief Mike Morris  461-2002 twriterext(at)gmail.com 

Features Editor Mike Morris    

Advertising Coordinator Open—We need a volunteer!  Contact Rick Mattingly in the interim. 

     

Other Contacts     

     

Membership 
Coordinator 

Jack Linder  663-2151 jack(at)frpcug.org 

New Technology SIG 
Leader 

Chuck McJilton 416-9286 493-2987 cdmcjs(at)gmail.com 

Door Prize Coordinator John Goldey  221-0877 johngoldey(at)juno.com 

FRPCUG Fax Line  493-1408   

FRPCUG Home Page 
w/ E-Mail 

   http://www.frpcug.org 

FRPCUG Officer E-Mail    board(at)frpcug.org 

     

     

 

Front Range PC Users Group is Online at 
 

http://wwww.frpcug.org 
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The Senior Center 
is located west of 
the intersection of 
Shields and Rain-
tree Drive, just 
west of the bank 
building on the 
corner. 

Source: Mapquest 

RECYCLING MADE 

EASY 
 
contributed by Rick Mattingly, http://

www.frpcug.org 

 
The Staples store chain is now accepting computer 
components for recycling. A charge of $10 for large 
items applies. There is a new Staples now open at 
the Loveland Outlet Malls. Connect to this link for 
d e t a i l s :  h t t p : / / a pn ew s .m ywa y . c om : 80 /
article/20070521/D8P8OES00.html 
 

 


